The Civil Liability (Child Sexual Abuse Proceedings Unincorporated Bodies of Persons) Bill 2023
I move:
That leave be granted to introduce a Bill entitled an An Act to facilitate the bringing of child sexual abuse proceedings against unincorporated bodies of persons, to enable such a body to pay damages arising from such proceedings from the assets of an associated trust in certain circumstances, to extend the limitation period provided for by the Statute of Limitations 1957 in respect of certain civil proceedings arising from claims of child sexual abuse, and to provide for connected matters.
No organisation – however influential – should be able to hide from accountability.
The imperative behind that statement can be no more fundamental than with regards accountability for the sexual abuse of children. 
Yet, for years, religious orders shifted assets into trusts and used legal loopholes to frustrate the efforts of those seeking redress for terrible harms inflicted on them in childhood.
Yesterday marked 5 months since establishment of Commission of Inquiry into Sexual Abuse at Schools by then-Education Minister Helen McEntee.
The Commission is directed to submit its final report to the Minister for Education and Youth not later than 5 years after its establishment.
And  I pay tribute to David Ryan – and the late Mark Ryan – for their testimony, which precipitated the outpouring that has led to that process.
--
Ceann Comhairle, we have a dark and shameful past of institutional abuse here in Ireland
The Magdalene Laundries, the Mother and Baby and County Homes, Industrial Schools, abuse in religious order-run secondary schools, and other bodies – there are many historic wrongs we must right.
We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to all those brave survivors and victims who have shown such tremendous courage in coming forward to disclose that they were abused. 
These individuals have shone a vitally important light into a very dark corner of the Irish society, exposing horrors that should never have been allowed to happen.  
---
However, despite the passage of time and the revelations of institutional abuse, many of the fundamental power imbalances remain. 
Survivors come up against a system where the odds are stacked against them. 
For many decades, we have seen religious orders and institutions engaged in the covering up of this tragic history. 
Victims are often retraumatised by flawed redress processes.
Or are dragged through lengthy legal proceedings, due to the reluctance of religious orders to fully engage in delivering justice.
Successive Governments have failed to compel religious orders to pay their fair share of redress.
Many continue to evade responsibility through legal and financial manoeuvring. 
The slow pace of action, the avoidance of responsibility, and the legal obfuscations indicate the need for a stronger legislative framework. 
Clearly, we cannot simply appeal to the moral duty of religious orders to ensure victims receive the justice they deserve. 
--
This Bill aims to address that imbalance by facilitating civil proceedings against unincorporated bodies, such as religious orders, and providing a mechanism for recovering damages from the ‘associated’ trusts of these bodies.
It will enable survivors to pursue civil actions directly against unincorporated orders and the trusts currently holding their assets. 
With this legislation, the Oireachtas has an opportunity to take a meaningful step towards justice, dignity and truth. 
In 2024, the Tánaiste said he would refer the Bill to the Attorney General. 
More recently, the Minister for Justice indicated that he would wait for recommendations from the Law Reform Commission before doing anything on this. 
I am asking for a return to that more proactive position. 
I ask the Minister to consider the recommendations in this Bill.
The religious institutions that enabled or ignored abuse must be held accountable for the harm they caused.
Survivors of abuse deserve justice. 
I move: "That the Bill be taken in Private Members' time."
