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[bookmark: _uh39123fll3l]Motion re: Flexible Work and Commuter Delays

That Dáil Éireann –

notes that:
· employees in Ireland have no right to flexible and remote work, only a right to request it from their employer;
· more workers are being forced back to the office with some large employers, including in the public sector, moving to increase the number of days per week that must be spent in the workplace; 
· a recent study by Inrix ranked Dublin as the 11th most congested city in the world and the third worst in Europe; 
· [bookmark: _Hlk219377725]commuters and drivers now experience significant traffic delays, whether through cities like Galway, on roads like the N40 and N25 in Cork, or on arterial routes into Dublin such as the M1, M4, M7/N7 and M11;
· Transport Infrastructure Ireland has said there is almost nothing it can do to address traffic gridlock on the M50 and that it is at capacity; 
· more frequent DART services and increased capacity on existing routes has been delayed due to supply issues with new battery trains with a knock-on impact on other planned network improvements; 
· public transport projects with planning permission are not progressing due to a lack of political will to provide funds including DART+ South West now paused at least four years to beyond 2030, and LUAS Finglas delayed until 2029;
· commuters cannot rely on bus services to arrive when scheduled, bus lanes are not properly policed, active travel alternatives are not safe, and congestion is worsening;
· delivery of active travel infrastructure to encourage cycling and walking is too slow and inconsistent, and the level of investment is falling as a proportion of the transport budget;
· traffic congestion leads to increased air pollution and poses a significant public health risk; 
· transport is the biggest source of energy demand and the second largest source of emissions in Ireland, which must halve by 2030, and required a decrease of 12.4% in both 2024 and 2025 to meet the sectoral emission ceiling in the first carbon budget, which will not be achieved with projected reductions of only 1.3% and 2% respectively in those years;

recognises that:
· the lack of a right to flexible and remote work, and the failure to provide reliable and accessible active travel alternatives and public transport, particularly in rural Ireland, is forcing more and more workers to rely on private vehicles to reach their place of work, leading to increased congestion and unnecessary carbon emissions;

calls on the Government to:
· introduce a real right for employees to flexible and remote work where it is reasonably practicable;
· ensure that the public service leads by example so that workers are not forced back to the office when their work can be carried out remotely; 
· launch a new Operation Free Flow to address congestion that includes:
· a rapid response team in situ on all arterial routes into the M50, starting with the M7/N7, to respond to road traffic incidents; 
· the immediate progression of the M4 Bus Priority Lane project and rollout of this initiative to other routes including the M9 and M7;
· a new campaign to improve driver behaviour on our roads and increased roads policing; 
· a real time app on traffic updates for commuters, and improved reporting of incidents to local and national media; 
· urgently introduce an action plan to improve public transport services over the next 12 months including measures to:
· provide more early morning and late-night trains, and increase the frequency of services into Dublin and other cities;
· introduce additional train carriages, and explore all options to increase public transport capacity;
· [bookmark: _Hlk219377797]fast track the delivery of park and ride/share facilities in cities and outside the greater Dublin area;
· introduce automatic number plate recognition cameras to enforce the rules of the road at junctions and bus gates, and ensure bus lanes are properly policed;
· improve the reliability of bus timetables, real time information displays, and the TFI App;
· [bookmark: _Hlk219379084]require the NTA to introduce contactless payment and guarantee accessibility for people with disabilities on public transport services within 12 months;
· reverse the decision to delay DART+ South West and LUAS Finglas, and prioritise the rollout of public transport projects including additional Local Link services, Bus Connects, and active travel infrastructure, including quick-build segregated cycle lanes throughout Dublin city and county;
· prioritise the rollout of new LUAS lines in Cork, Galway, and Dublin, and the improvement and development of new regional and suburban rail links including to transport hubs such as Shannon airport and Rosslare port, on the Western rail corridor, and to towns like Navan.

· Mark Wall, Ciarán Ahern, Ivana Bacik, Alan Kelly, Eoghan Kenny, George Lawlor, Ged Nash, Robert O’Donoghue, Conor Sheehan, Marie Sherlock, Duncan Smith.

