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PQ from Department of Transport received 20 April 2026
Dail Question No: 404
To ask the Minister for Transport the steps he is taking to urgently address the situation of increasing roads deaths in Ireland; the steps he is taking to increase enforcement; the number of individuals who have received serious injuries from all forms of traffic collisions; and if he will make a statement on the matter.

Response to PQ from Department of Transport Dail Question No: 404

The below analyses have been provided to respond to the section of the PQ which has been highlighted in bold above, as the other parts of the PQ have been separately addressed by the Minister’s response. The RSA has access to data on serious injuries from the collision database and also from hospital data. Both sources of information have been provided here. 


1. Collision data

The below analyses haves been taken from the RSA collision database based on collision records transferred from AGS to the RSA for 1 January 2020-2026 to date. 

Over the course of 1 January 2016- 31 December 2025, there were 14,071 road users seriously injured as per the collision data.  The data for the years 2022 onward in Table 1 below is provisional and subject to change until such time as the validation of these collisions has been completed by the RSA.

A “serious injury” is an injury for which the person is detained in hospital as an ‘in-patient’, or any of the following injuries whether or not detained in hospital: fractures, concussion, internal injuries, crushings, severe cuts and lacerations, or severe general shock requiring medical treatment.
 

Table 1, road users seriously injured
	Year
	Number of serious injuries

	2016
	965

	2017
	1056

	2018
	1359

	2019
	1506

	2020
	1216

	2021
	1471

	2022
	1701

	2023
	1655

	2024
	1577

	2025
	1565

	Total
	14071






2. Hospital data

For reporting on serious injuries, the RSA complements the collision data from AGS with hospital records from the Hospital In-Patient Enquiry database, managed by the HSE. 
The use of hospital data for serious injury reporting has been recommended by the European Commission to overcome the limitations of police-based data. It is well recognised internationally that police-based data will understate the number of serious injuries. In Ireland, RSA research indicates that the number of casualties from road traffic collisions recorded in hospital data is estimated to be consistently higher than the number of serious injuries recorded by AGS. 

Over 2016-2024, the RSA estimated a total of 19,648 hospitalised casualties with injuries from road traffic collisions. 

A ‘hospitalised casualty’ refers to a person admitted to hospital as an in-patient, on an emergency basis, with at least one injury from a road traffic collision. 

Table 2, hospitalised casualties
	Year
	Number of hospitalised casualties

	2016
	1748

	2017
	2098

	2018
	2283

	2019
	2278

	2020
	1930

	2021
	2098

	2022
	2344

	2023
	2401

	2024
	2468

	Total
	19648
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